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MEMBERSHIP 

PROMOTION 

All  members  are  invited  to 
help  promote  AUG  and 
increase  our  club  numbers. 
This  has  the  advantage  of 
helping  club  finances. 
Basically  the  more  people  in 
the  group  the  cheaper  it  is  to 
run  and  provide  a  wider  range 
of  facilities. 

We  have  been  encouraging 
"sign  up  a  friend"  recently 
and  the  winner  of  a  free 
membership  will  be  drawn  in 
August  at  the  AGM. 

The  AUG  committee  is 
now  asking  ALL  club 
members  to  help  promote  the 
Amiga  Users  Group  by 
advertising  our  existance  with 
a  prepared  brochure.  Inside 
the  back  cover  of  this  issue  is  a 
notice  complete  with  a 
membership  application  form. 
We  ask  you  (YES  YOU  !!)  to 
photocopy  this  single  page  and 
distribute  it  wherever  you 
think  appropriate.... 

School  Noticeboards, 
Library  Noticeboards, 

Milk  Bar  and  other 
community  noticeboards, 
Doctor  and  Dentist 
waiting  rooms, 

Railway  Stations  etc.etc. 

Use  your  imagination,  good 
luck  +  thank  you,  we  can  all 
benefit  from  this. 


INSIDE : 

Success  ! 

Results  of  Annual  fund-raising  auction 


Elections. 

Notice  of  our  Annual  General  meeting 
and  election  of  a  new  committee.  Time 
to  have  your  say  or  even  put  your  own 
name  forward. 

Also  minutes  of  last  years  AGM. 


Special  Keyboard  Offer. 

Review  of  a  Yamaha  music  keyboard 
being  offered  at  an  excellent  price. 


SIG  Reports 

Special  reports  from  Music  SIG,  North 
West  and  Holmesglen  area  groups. 


Fresh  Fish 

Information  on  the  latest  offerings 
from  the  Public  Domain  library  Fred 
Fish  collection. 


AMIGA  USERS  GROUP  INC. 

P.O.  Box  684E  Melbourne  3001,  Victoria  Australia. 


Who  Are  WE? 

The  Amiga  Users  Group  is  a  not-for-profit 
association  of  people  interested  in  the 
Amiga  computer  and  related  topics.  We 
DO  NOT  condone  software  piracy.  We  can 
be  reached  via  an  answering  machine  at: 

527  1995 
Membership 

Membership  of  the  Amiga  Users  Group  is 
available  for  an  annual  fee  of  $30. 
Membership  forms  are  available  from  AUG 
and  in  this  Journal.  Send  completed  form 
with  a  cheque  or  money  order  for  $30  to  the 
address  above. 


Disk  and  Book  Library 

AUG  has  an  extensive  collection  of  Amiga 
Related  Books,  Magazines  and  Tapes. 
Disks  from  our  Public  Domain  library  are 
available  for  $2  each  on  your  own  disks  or 
for  $4  each  on  AUG  supplied  disks,  which 
includes  postage.  Details  of  latest  releases 
are  printed  in  this  Journal  and  a  catalog  disk 
is  available. 

Member’s  Discounts 

AUG  negotiates  discounts  for  its  members 
on  hardware,  software  and  books. 
Currently,  Technical  Books  in  Swanston 
Street  in  the  city  offer  AUG  members  10% 
discount  on  computer  related  books,  as  does 
McGills  in  Elizabeth  Street.  Another  World 
computer  shop  in  Coburg,  MVB  Croydon 
and  Computer  Magic  Moonee  Ponds  offer 
good  deals  while  Maxwells  of  Abbotsford 
offer  10%  off  RRP  on  all  software. 


The  Bulletin  Boards 

The  AUG  operates  Bulletin  Boards  devoted 
to  the  Amiga.  They  can  be  accessed  24 
hours  a  day  on  the  numbers  listed  below  : 
Parameters  should  be  set  to  8  data  bits,  1 
stop  bit  and  no  parity. 

AmigaLink-I  =  792  3918 
Ratz  =  553  0305 


Amiga  Central 

Line  1  (up  to  2400)  =  499  2798 
Line  2  (9600  and  above)  =  499  4908 
****Note  these  new  numbers**** 


CLUB  EVENTS 
For  details  of  club  events 
and  meeting  dates,  check 
the  A.U.G.  calendar  on 
the  opposite  page  and  SIG 
reports  for  meeting  times. 


An  entry  fee  is  charged  by  the  groups  to 
cover  the  cost  of  hall  rental  and  light 
refreshments.  Meeting  times  and  directions 
are  listed  in  the  rear  of  the  Journal. 

Back  Issues  of  Workbench 

All  back  issues  of  Amiga  Workbench  are 
now  available,  for  $2  each  including 
postage.  Back  issues  are  also  available  at 
meetings. 


Workbench  Contributions 

Articles,  papers,  letters,  drawings,  cartoons 
and  comments  are  actively  sought  for 
publication.  Contributions  may  be  sent  in  on 
disk,  paper  or  uploaded  to  Amiga  Central  in 
the  area  set  aside  for  this  purpose.  Please 
send  your  contribution  in  text-only,  non- 
formatted  if  they  are  on  file  and  remember 
to  include  your  address  for  return  of  disks. 
Deadline  for  articles  is  the  first  week  of  the 
month  preceding  Publication.  Contributions 
can  be  sent  to:  The  Editor,  AUG,  PO  Box 
684E,  Melbourne  3001. 

Copyright 

and  Reprint  Privileges 

Amiga  Workbench  is  copyright  1991  by  the 
Amiga  Users  Group  Inc.  Articles  herein  that 
are  copyrighted  by  individual  authors  or 
otherwise  explicitly  marked  as  having 
restricted  reproduction  rights  may  not  be 
reprinted  or  copied  without  written 
permission  from  the  Amiga  Users  Group  or 
the  authors.  All  other  articles  may  be 
reprinted  for  any  non-commercial  purpose  if 
accompanied  by  a  credit  line  including  the 
original  author’s  name  and  the  words 
"Reprinted  from  Amiga  Workbench,  Journal 
of  the  Amiga  Users  Group,  PO  Box  684E, 
Melbourne  3001". 


Advertising 

The  Amiga  Users  Group  accepts 
commercial  advertising  in  Amiga 
Workbench  subject  to  available  space. 
Contact  the  Editor  or  Advertising  Manager 
for  rates  and  conditions. 


The  Amiga  Users  Group  Committee 


Co-ordinator  -  Peter  Barton  850  9250 

Ass.  Coordinator  -  Jim  Lewis  (018)  39  2099 

Secretary  -  Andrew  Breeden  569  0632 

Membership  -  Jeff  Kirkland  5710078 

Treasurer.  -  Amie Robbins  808  0551 

Meeting  Chair  -  Ward  Horsfall  596  3443 

Book  Library  -  Nick  Diakoumis  523  0953 

P.D.  Disk  Library  -  Pat  Heuvel  7529483 


NWAUG  Committee  (PO  Box  25,  Coburg  3058) 


Amiga  Central 
A-link  1 
Workbench 
Advertising 


Club  Services 

-  Gary  Gajic  (7pm  -  9pm) 

-  Bohdan  Ferens 

-  John  Rowley 

-  Paul  Jenner 


497  3949 
7921138 
527  7126 
360  0257 


A.U.G.  Help-Network 


Here  is  a  list  of  AUG  members  who  have  volunteered  to  share  their 
knowledge/experiences  with  others.  If  you  want  to  help  and  have 
your  name  listed  here  please  contact  the  Editor.  They  are  not  listed 
in  any  order  or  priority.  Please  keep  contacts  to  reasonable 
hours  (6  -  9  pm  unless  otherwise  noted)  and  remember  the  basis  of 
this  service  -  they  are  volunteers. 


Co-ordinator  -  Rohan  Safstrom  326  0995 

Ass.  Coordinator  -  Frank  Lowe  326  1525 

Teasurer/Mem  -  Greg  Rowbury  484  3909 

Meeting  Chair  -  Hugh  Leslie  489  1584 

Book  Library  -  Darrel  Butcher  (057)  83  1772 

Disc  Library  -  Alan  Cheng  380  5588 


SEAUG  Committee 

Co-ordinator  -  Dick  Bartholemew  589  5862 

Ass  Co-ord  -  Chris  Quonoey  569  9390 

Secretary  -  Robin  Whitehead  555  4757 

Treasurer/Memb  -  Tom  Barath  888  1304 


Introduction  to  the  Amiga  /  Prowrite 
Amiga  Basic  (Advanced) 

Amiga;  A/C  &  AMOS  Basics 
C(Introductoiy),  Professional  Page 
C  (Advanced)- AZTEC 
C  (Advanced)-LATTICE,  TeX 
DeluxePaint  Cycling,  MIDI  music 
Music,  Audio  Sampling,  MIDI 
Beginners  Help  Line 
Beginners  Help 
Supeibase,  Bridgeboard 
Amiga  Art 

Graphic  Arts  -  DPaint,  Sculpt,  etc 
Modula-2 


Rudy  Kohut 
John  Elston 
Bill  Jordan 
Mai  Woods 
Andrew  Gelme  - 
Eric  Salter 
Norm  Christian  - 
Neil  Rutledge  - 
Russ  Loiback  - 
John  Barlow 
George  Wahr  - 
John  Barlow 
Joe  Santamaria  - 
Peter  Evans 


807  3911 

375  4142 
4173521 
888  8129 
645  1744 
853  8857 
798  6552 
555  6870 
8029333 
551  4760 

376  6180 
551  4760 
383  3509 
5842765 


Why  a  "Special  Edition"  ? 

This  months  newsletter  is  in  a  different  format  for  a  number  of  reasons.  For 
some  time  we  have  wanted  to  try  an  issue  printed  on  A4  size  paper  and  with  simpler 
stapling.  This  has  the  advantage  of  lower  costs  and  easier  control  over  the  number 
of  pages  in  an  issue.  As  you  will  also  notice,  most  of  the  content  is  related  to  club 
activities  -  it  is  more  like  a  newsletter  than  a  magazine. 

We  would  like  your  opinions.  Please  let  us  know  what  you  think,  what  do  you 
like  ?  -  what  do  you  hate  about  this  format. 

Next  months  issue  will  be  more  like  our  usual  magazine  style  and  number  of  pages. 

Lester  McClure 


BITS  +  PIECES 


AUCTION  -  AUCTION 

The  June  AUG  fund-raising  auction  was  a  success  financially  and  an 
entertaining  event.  More  than  $1,200  total  was  raised  from  the  sale 
of  donated  goods  and  commission  on  private  sales.  This  will  help 
stabilize  club  funds  and  is  an  encouragement  to  reward  the  efforts  of 
all  who  helped  organize  the  event.  A  special  thankyou  to  Arnie 
Robbins  who  did  a  tremendous  job  as  auctioneer  until  finally  even  his 
voice  ran  out. 

Thankyou  also  to  everone  who  donated  goods  to  the  club,  now  what 
can  we  find  NEXT  year  to  clear  from  our  cupboards. 

WE  APOLOGIZE  for  any  confusion  caused  by  incorrectly 
advertising  the  auction  in  last  months  newsletter  as  being  in  July,  the 
outside  cover  and  previous  edition  fortunately  had  the  correct  date. 

PRODUCTION  CREDITS 

This  issue  edited  and 
published  by  Lester  McClure 
with  assistance  from  Jim 
Berry ,  John  Rowley,  Neville 
Sleep  with  contributions  from 
Norm  Christian  and  SIG  co¬ 
ordinators  for  MUSIC, 
NWA  UG  and  Holmes  glen. 

Printing  -  Justin  Deeley. 

Late  News  -  July  Holmesglen 
meeting.  Norm  Christian  to 
demonstrate  Bars  &  Pipes 
Professional. 

AUG  ACTIVITY  CALENDAR 

Tuesday  July  15th.  Art  SIG 

Sunday  July  18th.  Holmes  glen  meeting 
Monday  July  19th.  Music  SIG 

Wednesday  July  21st.  NW AUG  meeting 
Wednesday  August  4th.  NWAUG meeting 
Tuesday  August  10th.  SEAUG  meeting 
Sunday  August  15th.  Holmes  glen  Meeting 
Monday  August  16th.  Music  SIG 

Tuesday  August  1 7th.  Art  SIG 

Wednesday  August  18th.  NWAUG  meeting. 

i 

a 

mXT  MONTH 

inancial  statement  for  AUG 
992-93.  Co-ordinators  report 
nd  comments/reports  on  1993 
Vorld  of  Commodore  show . 

( 

High  Speed  Data/Fax 
Modems. 

V.32bis  Int.(IBM)  No  Fax  $426 
vf32bis  Int  (IBM)  With  Fax  $469 
V.32bis  Ext.  No  Fax  $508 
V.32bis  Ext.  With  Fax  $549 

All  Fax  Modems  come  with 
software. 

I!all  PCM  Computers 
(03)  701-0343 
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Notice  of  Annual  General  Meeting 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Amiga  Users  Group 
Incorporated  will  be  held  on  Sunday  16th  August  1992  at 
Holmesglen  Conference  Centre,  Chadstone  at  2:30  p.m. 


The  purpose  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting  (AGM)  is  to  report  on  the  group's  activities  and 
financial  situation  and  to  conduct  annual  elections  to  select  a  new  committee  for  the  next  12  months. 
ALL  committee  positions  are  to  be  declared  vacant  and  financial  members  of  AUG  can  nominate 
themselves ,  or  other  members,  for  the  position(s).  Nominations  can  be  made  in  writing  prior  to  the 
AGM  and  should  be  addressed  to  The  Secretary,  Amiga  Users  Group  Inc.  Please  include  the  name 
and  signature  of  the  person  nominated  and  the  title  of  the  position  nominated  for. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  duties  for  each  of  the  committee  positions. 
Please  contact  existing  committee  members  if  you  require  more  information. 

Co-ordinator  (President)  -  Has  the  responsibility  of  overall  co-ordination 
and  control  of  the  groups  activities.  This  position  offers  an  opportunity  for  any 
member  of  AUG  to  become  strongly  involved  and  help  set  tne  future  direction 
of  the  group. 

Assistant  Co-ordinator  (Vice-President)  -  This  position  exists  primarily  as 
a  support  to  the  co-ordinator  but  has  in  the  past  taken  on  the  specific 
responsibility  of  co-ordinating  the  SIG  groups  and  special  activities  undertaken 
by  AUG  and  its  members. 

Meeting  Chairman  -  Is  in  general  required  to  organize  the  events  at  the 
AUG  monthly  meetings  and  with  assistance  from  other  committee  members 
arrange  demonstrations  and  displays  of  items  considered  to  be  of  interest  to 
general  group  members. 

Secretary  -  Performs  the  usual  functions  expected  of  the  secretary  of  any  club 
or  user  group  such  as  general  correspondence,  collection  and  distribution  of 
committee  meeting  minutes  and  booking  of  meeting  rooms. 

Treasurer  -  Again  a  fairly  traditional  position  involving  the  management  of 
the  daily  finances  of  the  group  e.g.  collecting  and  banking  of  funds  received 
from  P.D.  disk  sales,  membership  payments  etc. 

Membership  Officer  -  Responsible  for  managing  membership  of  the  group 
by  collection  of  dues,  updating  of  database  and  issuing  of  renewals. 

General  Member  -  In  addition  to  the  above  formal  positions  there  are  four 
general  committee  positions  to  cover  the  additional  requirements  of  helping  to 
run  a  group  the  size  of  AUG. 

The  positions  of  Newsletter  Editor,  Software  Librarian,  Book  Librarian  and 
Purchasing  Officer  can  be  held  by  ordinary  members  of  the  group  and  are 
usually  selected  by  the  AUG  committee.  The  group  would  also  fail  to  operate 
without  the  support  and  work  put  in  by  the  co-ordinators  of  the  Special 
Interest  Groups. 

This  summary  is  offered  as  a  guide  only  and  is  not  to  be  considered  a  formal 
position  description,  the  rules  of  the  association  define  the  specific  requirements 
in  more  detail.  Please  consider  nominating  for  a  position  which  interests  you  - 
the  existing  committee  members  are  willing  to  help  you  get  started  in  your  new 
job  and  welcome  anyone  wishing  to  support  AUG  by  getting  involved  with  the 
management  of  the  group.  The  committee  meets  once  a  month  to  discuss 
group  business  and  apart  from  this  most  other  duties  can  be  handled  by  phone 
contact  or  at  the  main  monthly  meeting.  ■ 
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So,  you  have  read  the 
notice  of  Annual  General 
Meeting  and  the 
description  of  positions 
available  on  the  AUG 
committee  and  your 
response  is  "well  what 
do  THEY  want  ME  to 
do  about  it  ?" 

PI  FASH  CONSIDER: 

The  people  on  the 
committee  are  just  that  - 
people,  not  supermen... 
Like  you,  they  began 
simply  as  members  of 
AUG  and  at  some  stage 
decided  to  help  organize 
the  club’s  activities  by 
volunteering  to  join  the 
committee  for  12 
months.  The  demands 
are  not  great,  talk  with 
them  and  remember  they 
will  be  around  to  help 
ease  you  in  to  whatever 
position  interests  you. 
Give  it  a  go  ! !  Surprise 
yourself  and  find  out 
how  enjoyable  and 
rewarding  doing 
something  for  the  club 
can  sometimes  be. 

The  elections  are  in 
August  and  you  can 
nominate  for  any 
position  on  the  day  -  see 
you  there. 

Lester  McClure. 


Minutes  of  1992  Annual  General  Meeting 

of  the  Amiga  Users  Group 


Minutes  from  AUG  Annual  General  Meeting  16  Aug  92. 
Meeting  Start:  2:30  pm. 

Returning  Officer:  Lester  Mc.Clure 

Meeting  began  with  an  outline  of  the  positions  available 
and  a  declaration  that  all  positions  were  open  to 
nomination.  A  vote  was  called  to  allow  a  candidate  to  be 
renominated  for  other  positions  if  unsucessful  for  a 
position. 

Passed  by  unanimous  agreement. 

The  Minutes  for  1991  AGM  as  published  in  the  club 
newsletter  were  presented  for  acceptance. 

Nominated:  John  Herten.  Seconded:  John  Moran 
Accepted. 

The  AUG  Financial  Statement  for  1991  was  presented  for 
discussion  and  acceptance. 

Unamimiously  Accepted 

Nominations  were  then  called  for  Positions: 

Co-ordinator: 

Blaz  Segavac 

Nominated  by:  B.  Segavac,  Seconded:  A.  Johnston 
Peter  Barton 

Nominated  by:  W.  Horsfall,  Seconded:  G.  Wing 
Peter  Barton  was  Voted  In  by  a  show  of  hands. 

Assistant  Co-ordinator: 

Jim  Lewis 

Nominated  by:  B.  Segavac,  Seconded:  C.  Tremelling 
Jim  Lewis  was  accepted. 

Meeting  Chairman: 

Ward.  Horsfall 

Nominated  by:  W.  Horsfall,  Seconded:  C.  Tremelling 
Ward.  Horsfall  was  accepted. 

The  following  people  were  elected  unaposed 

Treasurer:  Amie.  Robbins  Secretary:  Andrew  Breeden 
Membership:  Jeff  Kirkland 

The  positions  of  Ordinary  Members  on  the  committe  were 
filled  after  nominations  and  short  campaign  speeches: 
Alison  Aprhys 
Chris  Tremelling 
Blaz  Segavac 
Chris  Quonoey. 


Second-hand  equipment  specials. 
All  items  come  with  a  3  month  warranty. 

Amiga  500s  (1MB)  from  $300 
Amiga  2000s  from  $600 
Amiga  3000s  from  $1650 

Expansion  accesories : 

A2320  Display  enhancer  -  $200 
A590  Hard  Disk  for  A500  -  $410 
(with  2  MB  of  RAM) 

GVP  Hard  Disks  for  A500  from  $475 
Accelerators  from  $370  (VXL30-2MB) 

All  items  available  at  time  of  advertising 
but  subject  to  prior  sale. 


MYB  Computer  Supplies 

506  Dorset  Rd.  Croydon,  3136 


Ph:  (03)  725  6255. 


AMIGA 

COLOUR 

MONITORS 

$199 

Including  scart  cable 
and  3  months  warranty. 
Commodore  computers  from  $150. 
Workbench  V2.04  including  ROM  $99. 
C64  and  Amiga  games  and  mice  from  $6. 
Large  stock  of  new  accessories,  cables, 
ribbons,  laser  cartridges  and  peripherals. 

NUCLEUS  COMPUTER  SERVICES 
9B  Morton  Ave.  Carnegie  3163 
569  1388  of\r  FAX  569  1540 

Specialists  in  component  level  repairs 
to  all  computers,  monitors  and  printers 
since  1979. 

Authorized  Commodore  service 
centre  since  1986. 
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A  Very  Special 
Music  Maker 

The  YAMAHA  PSS-51  Midi  Keyboard 

Are  yon  looking  fora  keyboard  to 
use  with  your  Amiga , 
with  maximum  features  at  a 
minimum  price  ?  Look  no  f  urther. 


In  Workbench  for  November  199 1 
I  reviewed  the  Yamaha  PSS-790;  it 
was  the  best  I  had  seen  in  its- price 
range  at  that  time.  This  later  model 
leaves  it  for  dead,  but  the  best  news 
is  that  (amazingly)  the  price  has  not 
increased,  so  you  are  getting  a  lot, 
lot  more  for  a  modest  RRP  of  $495  * 
I  have  had  mine  for  several  months 
now,  long  enough  to  put  it  through 
every  test  I  can  conceive,  and  it  has 
come  through  with  flying  colours. 

I  could  wish  that  the  5-octave 
keyboard  were  a  little  larger  that  its 
7/8ths  size,  but  with  a  little  practice 
this  is  tolerable  and  for  those  who 
can’t  adapt,  the  solution  is  to  buy  a 
cheap  standard  size  MIDI  keyboard 
to  use  as  a  master.  If  you  do  that, 
opt  for  one  with  touch  response  if 
possible,  as  the  PSS-51  will  respond 
to  that  although  its  own  keys  are  not 
themselves  velocity  sensitive. 

There  is  a  designated  drum  sound 
for  each  of  the  6 1  keys  and  these  are 
identical  with  its  predecessor  and 
also  with  the  PSR400/500,  so  MIDI 
files  can  be  used  on  all  4  instruments 
without  drum  mapping  problems. 
However  the  PSS-51  tops  the  lot, 
because  its  9  octave  range  has  been 
used  very  intelligently.  The  4  extra 
octaves,  2  at  each  end,  contain 
sampled  sound  effects,  40  in  all, 
which  can  be  used  to  excellent  effect 
for  "atmosphere".  They  include 


*  Subsequent  to  writing  this  article, 
Yamaha  have  substantially  reduced 
the  R.R.P.  By  the  time  you  read  this, 
I  predict  that  stocks  will  be  very  low, 
or  non-existent.  Shop  around,  there 
are  bargains  out  there,  if  you  can 
find  them. 


animal  &  bird  sounds,  trains,  cars, 
boats,  rain,  thunder,  wind,  etc. 

There  are  4  special  "pads"  into 
which  sound  effects  can  be  loaded 
for  live  playing,  and  8  drum  pads 
which  will  accept  both  drums  & 
effects.  There  are  also  5  other 
complete  sets  of  61  drum  sounds 
each.  All  drum  sounds  normally 
operate  on  channel  16  but  it  is 
possible  to  assign  them  to  any 
channel. 

The  100  voices  are  completely 
different  from  the  previous  model. 
In  fact  they  are  virtually  a  copy  of 
those  used  by  the  PSR400/500.  This 
is  a  distinct  advantage,  as  MIDI 
files  are  interchangeable  between  the 
instruments.  Another  (much  need¬ 
ed)  improvement  is  that  the  panel 
voice  numbers  and  MIDI  program 
numbers  are  identical, 
which  is  very  time¬ 
saving  when  editing. 

All  the  voices  can 
be  adjusted  as  to 
volume,  tuning,  transposition, 
sustain,  reverb,  and  (via  MIDI)  to 
pan  and  vibrato.  A  unique  feature  is 
that  any  two  voices  can  be  perm¬ 
anently  associated  with  each  of  the 
80  rhythm  styles  by  means  of  a 
registration  memory  button.  By 
selecting  any  style  and  depressing 
this  button,  you  can  choose  any  one 
of  the  100  voices,  together  with  all 
its  parameters,  to  automatically  play 
with  that  style.  Additionally,  when 
you  change  to  the  alternative  style 
called  "bridge",  a  different  voice 
may  be  selected.  These  selections 
remain  in  memory  even  when  the 
keyboard  is  switched  off. 

Further,  there  is  a  harmony  button 
with  14  different  types  of  duet,  trio, 
repeat  and  other  modifications 


which  are  also  retained  by  the 
registration  memory.  In  all,  the 
voice  variations  possible  are  almost 
endless.  For  live  playing,  the  sys¬ 
tem  provides  a  very  quick  and 
flexible  way  of  setting  up  -  all  you 
need  to  do  is  remember  the  style 
number  (one  out  of  80)  and  the 
tempo  (if  it  is  not  the  default)  - 
everything  else  is  automatic  but  of 
course  has  to  be  set  up  in  advance 
by  you,  and  these  presets  can  be 
over-ridden  at  any  time.  I  have 
spent  countless  hours  in  this  task  and 
have  stored  all  the  parameters  in  a 
data-base. 

The  80  rhythm  sty  les  are  greatly 
improved  and  in  general  very  good. 
A  few  have  been  copied  from  the 
PSR400/500  but  most  are  unique, 
with  excellent  intros,  breaks  and 
endings,  some  of  which  run  to  8 
bars.  There  is  provision  for  synchro 
start/stop  and  auto  fade  in/out.  A 
new  and  useful  feature  is  accomp 
volume  control.  Each  auto  accomp¬ 
animent  has  3  stages  and  these 
determine  the  degree  of  orchestral 
complexity,  a  very  useful  feature. 

The  "vector  synth"  is  carried  over 
from  the  PSS-790  and  works  in  the 
same  way,  enabling  a  mixture  of 
any  4  voices.  The  8-track  sequencer 
is  likewise  the  same,  with  a  capacity 
for  8  songs  in  memory  at  one  time. 
All  songs  are  remembered  and 
become  part  of  a  global  dump  when 
using  the  system  exclusive  com¬ 
mand. 

The  piece-de-resistance  of  this 
keyboard  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  its  ability  to 
output  via  MIDI  all 
the  parts  of  the 
internal  song  memory, 
each  on  a  different  channel.  This 
ability  is  lacking  in  its  big  brothers 
and  makes  it  ideal  for  computer  use. 

Having  set  up  my  songs  in  the 
sequencer,  I  can  transfer  them  in  one 
operation  to  Bars  &  Pipes  Profess¬ 
ional,  and  then  tidy  up  any  mistakes 
as  well  as  doing  the  extensive  edit¬ 
ing  for  which  that  program  is  justly 
famous.  The  end  results  can  be 
quite  amazing,  limited  only  by  one’s 
imagination. 

In  conclusion,  despite  its  small 
size,  this  instrument  appears  to  have 
most  of  the  essential  features  for 
computer  use  and  certainly  outper¬ 
forms  many  of  the  larger  ones,  irres¬ 
pective  of  brand.  Dollar  for  dollar,  it 
is  the  best  keyboard  I  have  ever 
owned,  and  I  have  had  many  !  n 


reviewed  by 
Norm  Christian 
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YAMAHA 


An  Exciting  61 -key  MIDI  Keyboard  with  100  AWM  Voices, 
Vector  Synthesizer,  8-track  Sequencing,  Drum  and  Sound 
Effect  Pads,  and  Full  Stereo  Sound 

•61  Keys  »8-traok  Sequencer  "Vector  Synthesizer  *100  AWM  Voices  "Wheel  (Pitch 
Bend,  Modulation, Tempo  Change,  Accompaniment  &  Tempo  Change)  "Auto 
Accompaniment  with  80  Preset  Styles  "MIDI  "8  Drum  Pads  "4  Sound  Effect  Pads 
•28-note  Polyphonic  (max.)  "Stereo  Sound  "Demonstration  Feature  "776  mm  (W)  x 


%J&¥-  LIMITED  QUANTITY  NOW  ONLY  $  295. 
(sale  price  for  AUG  members  ....  BE  QUICK  !! ) 


583  0590 

2  STATION  ROAD 
CHELTENHAM,  3192 
Also  at  33  View  St.  Bendigo. 


Venue:  Moon; 
M.t#Ale'xandei 


For  more 

North’ Vest  Amiga  Users  Grf|p  !^teb°n 

is  proudTo  present 

Frank  Low/e 
(MM)  ph 
32(5-1525. 

George  Wahr 
(MM)  ph  fax 
37<S-6 (BO. 

nity  Centre 
onds 


COMPUTA  MAGIC  PTY  LTD 

44  PASCOE  VALE  ROAD,  MOONEE  PONDS,  VIC,  3039. 
PHONE  (03)  326-0133  FAX  (03)  370-8352 

D.K.B. 

1202  BOARD 

68881  16  MHZ  CO-PRO 
REAL  TIME  CLOCK 

2  SLOTS  FOR  32  BIT 
SIMMS  MODULES 
(UP  TO  8  MB  RAM) 
AUG  PRICE 
$355.00  OK 
(CASH  ONLY) 

4  MB  32  BIT  SIMM 
$  270.00 

CLOCK  MODULE 

A1200  CLOCK  MODULE, 
FITS  ON  CLOCK  HEADER 
INSIDE  A1 200  LEAVING 
TRAPDOOR  FREE 
AUG  PRICE 
$  62.95 
(CASH  ONLY) 

ELECTRONIC  DESIGN 

PAL  GENLOCK 

FULLY  FUNCTIONAL  PAL  GENLOCK  ’ 
WITH  BUILT  IN  RGB  SPLITTER 

AUG  PRICE  $  665.00 

Y/C  GENLOCK 

AS  ABOVE  BUT  WITHY/C  PLUS 
COMPOSITE  INPUT  AND  OUTPUT 

AUG  PRICE  $  949.00 
FRAMESTORE 

REAL  TIME  24  BIT  FRAME  GRABBER 
WITH  ITS  OWN  BUFFER,  RUNS  ON 

ANY  AMIGA,  COMES  WITH  ADPRO. 
AUG  PRICE  $  759.00 

FRAME  MACHINE 

REAL  TIME  DIGITISER 
A2000/A3000/A4000  SINGLE  FRAME 
AND  SEQUENCE  DIGITISING, 24  BIT 
ANIMATION,  Y/C  AND  COMP.  INPUTS 
WORKS  WITH  E.D.  GENLOCKS 

AUG  PRICE  $1329.00 

PRICES  MAY  VARY  WITH  AUD  FLUCTUATIONS.! 

NEW  !!! 

(MOST  OF  THESE  PRODUCTS 
WILL  BE  RELEASED  AT  WORLD 
OF  COMMODORE  AND 
AVAILABLE  AFTER  FROM  THE 
SHOP). 

GOLDEN  IMAGE  BRUSH 
MOUSE  240  DPI 

GOLDEN  IMAGE  2  MB 
PCMCIA  A600/A1 200 

VIDEO  TAPE  BACKUP 
SYSTEM 

VIDI12RT 

REAL  TIME  VERSION  OF 

VID1 12 

VIDI  24  RT 

24  BIT  VERSION  OF  ABOVE 
COOMBE  VALLEY 
EDUCATIONAL  SOFTWARE 
FOR  AMIGA 

E&OE. 

NWAUG 


The  North  West  Amiga  Users  Group  has 
been  together  for  over  six  years  now.  You  can 
still  meet  those  who  were  at  the  very  first 
meeting  as  well  as  some  who  have  been  coming 
to  meetings  for  almost  as  long.  Each  group 
meeting  lets  you  get  at  a  wealth  of  knowledge, 
which  consists  of  everyone  including  yourself. 
Access  to  public  domain  software  as  well  the 
book  library  ,  lets  all  users,  to  have  at  their  finger 
tips,  all  that  is  available  world  wide. 

If  you  feel  you  can  offer  something  directly 
to  the  Amiga  community  you  can  become  a 
committee  member  of  the  user  group,  or  you  can 
volunteer  some  of  your  time  to  help  others. 
Elections  for  NWAUG  committee  positions  are 
normally  held  the  meeting  after  the  AUG  Annual 
General  Meeting  in  August. 

NWAUG  meetings  are  held  at  the  Moonee 
Ponds  Community  Centre.  They  had  been  held 
every  second  Wednesday  night  until  they  were 
changed  several  years  ago,  to  allow  us  to  go  to  a 
new  larger  room  on  Mondays.  As  change  is  the 
only  constant  in  the  universe,  we  now  meet  on 
the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  the  month.  This 
was  brought  to  bear  by  the  Community  Centre 
itself,  to  allow  it  to  consolidate  when  the  Centre 
was  opened,  to  run  more  efficiently. 

The  structure  of  the  meetings  have  the 
committee  up  the  front,  the  centre  part  of  the 
room  is  set  out  with  chairs  for  members  and  the 
rear  has  the  public  domain  software  library,  book 
library  and  retailers  who  come  along  to  sell 
Amiga  items. 

The  meeting  starts  around  7.30pm.  The 
usual  topics  are  covered  which  include  financial, 
book  library,  PD  library  reports,  news,  question 
&  answers,  and  for-sale.  The  main  part  of  the 
meeting  has  covered  almost  everything  and 
anything  Amiga  related.  Anyone  is  welcome  to 
show  off  their  latest  ’bits  and  pieces’  and  is 
always  encouraged  to  do  so.  During  the  break, 
about  9.00pm,  you  grab  a  cup  of  tea  or  coffee  and 
a  biscuit  and  start  chatting  away,  get  some  PD 
software,  access  the  book  library,  borrow  a 
modem,  or  buy  something  on  sale.  After  the 
break  we  continue  with  the  meeting  ’til  10.30pm. 

The  committee  try  to  set  up  the  meetings  to 
be  as  friendly  and  enjoyable  as  possible,  there  is 
always  something  great  to  see.  The  meeting 
normally  sees  more  than  one  Amiga  brought 
along,  so  any  questions  about  the  latest  hardware 
(OpalVision,  IV20,  A 1200),  to  ArtDepartment 
Pro,  Imagemaster,  VistaPro,  and  almost  any  other 
software,  can  be  looked  at  then  and  there. 


The  club  has  support  from  local  dealers  such 
as  ComputaMagic,  Another  World  Computer 
Centre,  Software  Buyers  Service  and  others. 
Commodore  themselves  have  even  helped  out  in 
the  past.  Individuals  who  give  support  are  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Once  a  year  we  have  an 
auction,  where  you’ll  bound  to  sell  that  old  whats 
it,  or  pickup  a  great  bargain. 

The  club  has  recently  held  an  ARexx  course, 
given  by  Michael  Tanzer,  and  the  club  ran  the 
NWAUG  Fabulous  Raffle,  prizes  were  a  Rombo 
VidiAmiga  12  (AGA)  and  PC-Task  by  Chris 
Hames.  The  current  project  is  an  Amiga 
Computer  Expo,  to  be  held  on  Sunday  31st 
October  at  the  Community  Center.  This  will  be  an 
exciting  opportunity  for  everyone  to  come  along 
and  see  a  Melbourne  Amiga  Expo. 

Come  along  to  a  meeting,  and  find  out  what 
you  have  missed. 

Best  regards,  Frank  Lowe-  July  1993 
Assistant  Coordinator  NWAUG 


Holmesglen 


The  Annual  Holmesglen  fund-raising 
auction  at  the  June  meeting  was  I  am  proud  to  say 
a  success.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  personally, 
sold  many  items.  (Actually,  this  caused  me  much 
panic  as  loading/unloading  a  car  can  take  some 
time).  I  was  also  quite  impressed  by  the  number 
of  items  that  were  sold.  The  colourful 
"banterings"  of  Amie  added  to  the  atmosphere, 
and  provided  a  much  needed  "sales  pitch"  to  each 
sale.  My  favorite  was:  "Yes  with  this  printer 
ribbon  we  throw  in  a  FREE  printer!".  (I  believe 
his  next  business  venture  is  selling  ice  to 
eskimos.  Well  I  am  sure  you  will  all  agree,  that 
his  undoubted  success  is  guaranteed).  All  was 
not  positive  though.  I  had  a  moment  of  sadness.  I 
tried  to  sell  my  TRS-80.  This  was  originally 
purchased  for  about  $800.00  at  the  time.  I 
thought  with  all  the  other  goodies  I  was  bundling 
$80  would  be  a  mere  bargain.  I  knew  I  wouldn’t 
get  $80  as  the  day  progressed  so  I  decided  to  drop 
my  reserve.  I  asked  for  an  opening  bid.  Ten 
cents!,  somebody  called  out.  How  sad  the 
machine  which  nurtured  me  through  those  early 
computing  years  had  got  such  a  small  estimation 
of  value.  Well  those  were  the  days,  when  you 
wanted  lower-case:  out  comes  the  soldering  iron, 
multi-meter  and  Stanley  knife.  Oh  oh..  I  am 
getting  nostalgic...  Sorry..  Well  after  feeling  a  bit 
shocked,  I  implored  the  uncaring  audience.  But 
this  was  to  no  avail.  Eventually,  Jeff  Kirkland 
bought  it  for  a  whopping  $10.  He  paid  the 


July  1993 


commission  for  me  as  well,  out  of  sympathy. 
Thanks  Jeff..  Remember  that  this  is  an  annual 
event  so  we  will  be  having  another  one  next  year 
in  June  or  July. 

**  AGM  ** 

In  August  we  will  have  our  annual  general 
meeting.  Each  committee  position  will  be  up  for 
election.  This  means  that  you,  the  member  can 
have  a  direct  say  in  how  things  are  run.  This  is 
possible  by  two  ways: 

1.  Voting  for  who  you  wish  to  fill  the  position. 
2.  Nominating  another  person  to  fill  the 
position. 

Get  ready  here  we  go,  time  for  a  corny 

expression....  wait  for  it . "Ask  not  what  the 

Amiga  User  Group  can  do  for  you,  but  what  YOU 
can  do  for  the  Amiga  User  Group".  (Copyright: 
All  defense  force  recruiting  offices  across  the 
world!) 

Wow!  Wasn’t  that  fantastic.  (Time  for  a  cigarette 
if  you  ask  me?).  But  seriously  this  is  your 
chance,  so  I  hope  to  see  you  all  there! 

Ward  Horsfall. 


The  music  SIG  meets  regularly  on  the  day 
following  the  Holmesglen  meeting 
Special  Music  SIG 

Pianos  Plus  of  Cheltenham  will  host  the  SIG  at 
7:30  pm  on  Monday  19th  of  July,  see  their 
advertisement  this  issue  for  the  address. 
Enquiries  to  Norm  Christian  on  798  6522 


Music  SIG 


The  music  SIG  has  had  improved 
attendance,  probably  helped  by  the  more  central 
venue. 

Recently  we  have  looked  at  DMCS,  and  had 
a  tour  of  the  new  facilities  of  Bars  &  Pipes 
Professional  Version  2.  While  the  program 
doesn’t  look  much  different  from  the  previous 
version  when  run  on  a  A500  or  A2000,  as  most 
of  the  improvements  are  in  the  performance  of 
the  functions,  the  program  exploits  the  improved 
screen  interface  capabilities  of  the  A 1200  to 
provide  much  improved  windowing.  And  it 
appears  the  Mix  Maestro  now  works. 
However, whether  B&PP  can  perform  true 
notation  input  and  editing  remains  unresolved, 
although  a  few  people  thought  that  they  would 
never  use  it  anyway.  Tempo  mapping  has  also 
been  demonstrated,  providing  some  very 
impressive  effects  on  the  music. 

We  have  also  had  a  demonstration  of  the  Yamaha 
PSS  51,  (which  is  reviewed  in  this  issue  of 
Workbench.);  and  discussion  of  bulletin  boards 
and  the  midi  files  available  to  musos  on  them. 
There  has  also  been  some  discussion  about  the 
age  of  those  attending  the  Music  SIG,  and  while 
etiquette  prevents  revealing  the  average  age,  the 
question  is,  where  are  all  the  young  muso’s  and 
what  are  they  doing  with  their  A  mi  gas? 

Allan  Mallows,  May,  1993 


Box  Hill  Victoria  3128  tV, 
U  Fax  (03)  808-8308  Phone  (03)  808-8308 

NEC  CD  ROM  Drives 
complete  with 
ASIM  CDFS,  Fish  CD,  & 
Ultimate  Mod  or  GIFs  GALORE 
Internal ,  External 

or  Portable  SCSI 
from  $675.00 
Mwm  -  Mmm  =  CM 
Newest  Software 

Available  ; 

Gall  for  Best  Prices 


Special  2  units  onlyii 

V2 

\ATSZOlN 


Hard  Drives 

2  1/2"  IDE  to  209Mb 

3  1/2"  IDE  to  525Mb  "= 

3  1/2"  SCSI  to  2. 1Gb 
5  1/4"  SCSI-2  to  2.9Gb 
SCSI  Tape  Backup  Units 

808-8308  for  info  &  Price 

~  World  of~C=  BU YS 


Over  $100  =  Free  Delivery  e.  &  o.e.  V 


P  ago  Stream  2, 2  1 

vAfex>c  CookBook  with  disks  ] 
SuperfBase  Personal  2  - 
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cally.  AREXX-Po 


DO  YOU  OWN  AN 
AMIGA 

COMPUTER  ? 


YES  !  Then  consider  joining  the  Melbourne 
AMIGA  USERS  GROUP 


***  Public  Domain  Software  Library  *** 

***  Multi-line  Bulletin  Board  *** 

***  Book  &  Magazine  Library  *** 

***  Monthly  Club  Newsletter  *** 

***  Regular  Club  Meetings  *** 

(get  to  talk  with  other  AMIGA  owners) 

ALL  this  and  MORE  -  simply  fill  in  the  application 
form  below  or  phone  527  1995  for  more  details. 

APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  AMIGA  USERS  GROUP  INC. 
Membership  Is  $30  per  year. 

Send  your  cheque  to:  Amiga  Users  Group  Inc.,  PO  Box  684E,  Melbourne  3001 

Details  on  this  side  are  optional 


